FY2012 Budget Forum – Talking Points for the DD Coalition

It is critical that we move beyond “crisis mode” and begin to plan and build our service system so that we can meet the needs of people with developmental disabilities and their families as they expand over the next 10-20 years.  

With this in mind, the FY2012 DHS Budget must:

1.  Reflect our community needs:
· DDD must collect and disseminate critically-needed data about the individuals and families they serve.

· Reliable and current data is fundamental to DDD’s ability to:

· know what the needs of individuals with developmental disabilities and their families are now 
· know what the needs of individuals and families will be over the next 10-20  
· Address the problem of  wide spread confusion among families caused by inconsistent and ever-changing information, ineffective management of the waiting list, and persistent gaps in services 

· Data is imperative for service providers as they seek to expand services,  
· Data is fundamental to the ability of the Legislature and Administration to make appropriate decisions about funding for DDD  
·  People with disabilities and their families should be able to access current data so they can develop informed expectations from the system and plan for their futures.

2. Reinvest federal waiver reimbursements into providing more community-based services:
· The developmental disabilities community has a plethora of needs that consistently go unmet due to a lack of funding, including extensive waiting lists for services.

·  Currently, a significant portion of the funds from the Community Care Waiver are placed in the General Treasury and used for other purposes, such as filling budget gaps. 
· The diversion of this money weakens an already fragile system, directly impacts the availability of services, and limits the number of people served, creating unreasonably long waiting lists. 

·  All federal matching funds brought in by the Community Care Waiver and any future Medicaid waivers – including the Family Support Waiver that DDD is currently writing – must be reinvested into community-based services for individuals with developmental disabilities. 

3. Reallocate resources to areas of greatest need:
· Resources should be allocated to the services that most effectively support the most individuals and families.

· The vast majority of individuals registered with DDD are living in the community – and most of these individuals are residing with, and being cared for, by their families.

· Studies from New Jersey and across the nation consistently show that community living increases the quality of life of individuals with developmental disabilities.

· While the cost of providing services to a particular individual with developmental disabilities is not always less expensive in the community than the cost of providing services to that person in an institutional setting, national data shows that when an institution is closed there is an overall savings of anywhere from 9% to 45% because most people can be served more cost effectively in the community.
· Reallocation from large state-run institutions could relieve the desperate need that families experience for additional services and supports as they undertake to provide round-the-clock care for a loved one at home. Reallocation of funding is also needed to develop a range of community residential options to replace our reliance on large congregate settings for emergency and long-term care. 
