February 6, 2006
 

The Honorable John Wisniewski

Chairman, Assembly Transportation and Public Works Committee

3145 Bordentown Avenue, Suite B

Parlin, NJ 08859-1164

 

Dear Chairman Wisniewski:

 

As a member of the Monday Morning Project, a statewide grass roots effort that advocates on the issues affecting the disability community, I am urging you to post Assembly bill A-340 for discussion and vote in the Assembly Transportation and Public Works committee. This bill is extremely important because it will help cut down on the misuse of accessible parking - and accessible parking placards - by people who do not or no longer have a disability. It will also help to ensure access to these parking spaces to those who truly need them.
Specifically, A-340, sponsored by Assemblyman Pennacchio, requires the DMV to issue color coded expiration stickers for accessible parking placards and license plates when renewed every three years. The bill also establishes the “Handicapped Parking Education Fund” administered by NJ Motor Vehicle Commission that is to be used for educational programs about accessible parking laws.
As a person with a disability, I rely on available accessible parking spaces at the stores where I shop at, the office where I work in and the school where I go to vote.  Many times I am deprived of these activities, which people without disabilities take for granted, simply because accessible parking spaces are being used by persons who no longer required their use or park there illegally. A-340 will go a long way towards allowing people with disabilities to continue to be active participants in their community and end the misuse the accessible parking spaces by people who don’t need them.
Thank you for your anticipated consideration of A-340 in the Transportation Committee and Public Works Committee.  If you have any questions I can be reached at (telephone number) and (e-mail address). 
Sincerely,

Cc: Assm. Pennacchio

